Adams County Courthouse
602 Adams Avenue
Hettinger, North Dakota
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Office Hours: (Mountain Time) – Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m.– 12:00 noon
[bookmark: _GoBack]1:00 pm – 4:30 p.m.

Summer Hours (Memorial Day-Labor Day)
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
12:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Friday – 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon



ADAMS COUNTY – was organized in April 1907 out of a portion of the unorganized county of Hettinger; it contains about 631,000 acres and a small portion of the Standing Rock reservations.  Coal is found in abundance all over the county.  Hettinger is the county seat.  The county was named in honor of J.Q. Adams, of Spencer, Iowa, one of the most enthusiastic pioneers in the upbuilding of the territory in the southwestern part of the state, along the line of the Milwaukee Railway.  (North Dakota Blue Book 1919)

1907	County seat was officially platted in Section 13-129-96 and the first courthouse built by A. A. Jackson, a 24’x36’ wood structure with stone foundation and stone vault.  To the east a jailhouse was built, a 14’x18’ stone building with stone and cement floor, ironed barred windows and doors, and steel ceilings.

1928   	Construction by Fred R. Comb Co. of Minneapolis, Minnesota, began on current courthouse, a 61’x96’ Bedford Stone and brick structure, three stories with basement, tile and terrazzo floors.  Terrazzo flooring consists of layers of cement, aggregate overlay base, ground, polished and sealed.  Architect was Ira Rush.  Construction cost of $125,000 was paid for by levying a courthouse construction fund prior to the construction so funds were in the bank by the time the courthouse was completed.

1929   	Construction completed on current courthouse. A bid of $350.00 from J. L. Clement was accepted for the purchase of the original courthouse subsequently moved to its current location at 114 4th St. North in Hettinger.

1943      	Judge and Clerk of Court positions consolidated with the Register of Deeds.

1989  	Current courthouse renovated to provide for handicap accessibility at a cost of $320,839.81.  Remodeling consisted of removing steps at back entrance, adding an elevator, fire escapes and back entrance, women’s and men’s restrooms on first floor, removal of wall between treasurer and auditor’s offices on second floor, remodeling third floor to add a women’s restroom, private judge’s restroom, installing air conditioning in the courtroom and remodeling the district court chambers.

2001	Repairs and painting done to exterior and interior of courthouse with Adams County estate tax funds received from the state. Stenciling was added to the ceiling of the courtroom. 

2003	County Auditor and County Treasurer offices combined.

2015	New windows installed in courthouse.  Third floor windows were paid 75% through the court facility fund grant; 25% by the county.


ADAMS COUNTY CENSUS

(Obtained from U.S. Bureau of the Census and State Records)

    		      North Dakota		   Adams County

1880			     --				  --
1890			190,983			  --
1900			319,146			  --
1910			577,056			5,407
1920			646,872			5,593
1930			580,845			6,343
1940			641,935			4,664
1950			619,636			4,910
1960			632,446			4,449
1970			617,761			3,832
1980			652,717			3,584
1990			638,800			3,174
2000			642,200			2,593
2010			672,591			2,343
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